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MOBILITY 
FACTORS

TRAVEL TO & 
FROM OZ

Mobile populations: People who move from one place to another temporarily, seasonally or permanently for 
a host of voluntary and/or involuntary reasons.

HIV & Mobility: 
what are we talking about? 

Crawford, G (2014). Australian travellers, relationships & risk: exploring the nexus.  



Impact of Mobility

Mobility can:

• Be a risk factor for HIV 
• Increase vulnerability to HIV 
• Exacerbate existing risk factors for HIV acquisition 
• Drive HIV epidemics  



A Road Map for Action

71 strategies, Five Action Areas 

1. International Leadership and Global Health Governance
2. Commonwealth and State Leadership
3. Community Mobilisation
4. Development of Services for Mobile or Migrant People and 

Groups
5. Surveillance, Research and Evaluation



Road Map – Examples
Action Area     Strategy Action



Ten principles for a strategic 
approach

• Incorporate a human rights approach—stigma and discrimination directed at mobile 
populations and migrants must be reduced

• Reduce all barriers to testing and access to treatment
• Pay attention to the confluence between HIV and mobility
• Move beyond ‘narrow protectionist policies’ 
• Commit resources to improve migrant health
• Continue to develop links and cooperative partnerships with affected communities 

locally and internationally
• Participate in and contribute to global health governance
• Create closer cooperation between Australia and the HIV policy, public health, treatment 

and support sectors in countries of origin and destination for Australian mobile 
populations and migrants

• Acknowledge that mobile population and migrants need more than information (even if 
it is translated). Specialist services as well as generalised services need to be provided.

• Know your epidemic(s)—continue surveillance and monitoring and develop evaluation 
strategies in conjunction with migrant populations.



Community of Practice for Action on 
HIV and Mobility (CoPAHM)

Vision
• Increase partnership and collaboration among stakeholders
• Identify ways of working together to progress the five action areas
• Facilitate policy, research and practice efforts regarding HIV and mobility

Funded in March, 2015 by the WA SHBBVP

74 members from a range of backgrounds, across all jurisdictions.
• Government
• Non-government
• Research
• Community groups
• National peak bodies 



CoPAHM Online Portal



Report Card

Audit conducted with CoPAHM members (February – May 2016)
• 28 responses nationally
• 184 activities listed across 71 Road Map strategies 

Momentum in the Five Action Areas:





Report Card: what is needed?

• Partnerships with transnational organisations that employ people in 
Australia and high prevalence countries with frequent cross border travel of 
employees (3.9)

• Consider needs of travellers before, during and after travel (4.17).
• Further research with migrant communities, including treatment and 

support needs of people living with HIV (5.7, 5.8, 5.10, 5.11, 5.14)
• Core evaluation indicators for programs aimed at migrant groups or 

mobile populations (5.12) 



Where are we at today?

• Advocacy to include priority action areas in the second implementation of 
the 7th National HIV Strategy

• Discussions of surveillance data in regards to CaLD groups
• Supporting the push for national surveillance of HIV knowledge and use of 

health services among people from CaLD backgrounds
• Maintaining an online CoPAHM as a space for members to network and 

host discussions 
• Developing case studies with CoPAHM members to showcase work in HIV 

and mobility 
• Finalising CoPAHM’s 2nd Report Card to distribute online

To come…
• Evaluation of CoPAHM
• Priority setting with CoPAHM members
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Contact Us

For further information, do not hesitate to contact CoPAHM at 
copahm@curtin.edu.au

Follow us on twitter at @CoPAHM or get involved using the hashtag #HIVMobile

To download the Road Map, the Interim Report Card, for further information 
about CoPAHM or to join please visit

http://siren.org.au/hivandmobility-1/community-of-practice/

mailto:copahm@curtin.edu.au
http://siren.org.au/hivandmobility-1/community-of-practice/
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