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WA HPV vaccination program
• 30,000 year 8 students in 350 schools.

• Catch-up vaccination offered in year 9

• 2018 onwards: 2 dose HPV vaccine, >=6 months apart.

• Vaccination providers collect consent and vaccination data on 
every student enrolled in schools under their responsibility.

• Parents may consent but education of students re vaccination is 
also important to avoid refusal and ensure completion.

• Vaccination data entered into the Australian Immunisation 
Register.



Predictors of…

Consent for vaccination

• Non-Aboriginal

• Catholic school

3 dose vaccine course completion,

overall & among 

consented students

• Non-Aboriginal

• Catholic school

• Rural location

• Least SE disadvantage
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3 dose HPV coverage, F/M turning 15yo in 2016, national & by jurisdiction 
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HPV consent and  3 dose course completion by school type, 

Western Australia 2017
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HPV consent and 3 dose course completion by Aboriginal status,

Western Australia 2017
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HPV consent and 3 dose course completion by school region, 

Western Australia 2017
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% of HPV dose 1 

consent
by Local 

Government Area 

(LGA) 2017
SBOP data extracted 30 

April 2018

% of HPV course 

completion
by LGA 2017

SBOP data extracted 30 

April 2018
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% of HPV dose 1 

consent
by LGA 2017

% of HPV course 

completion
by LGA 2017



Why?
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 consent     ≠     completion
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Parent education 
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3 dose  2 dose 

=  coverage?
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School attendance X
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Why are students absent?

School attendance 
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What CAN we do?
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Healthy Promoting Schools Framework

Curriculum, 
teaching and 

learning 

School 
organisation, 

ethos and 
environment

Partnerships
and services
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School 
organisation, 

ethos and 
environment Reminders

• SMS
• Newsletters
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Curriculum, 
teaching and 

learning 

• importance of 
vaccinations

• priority
• both doses = best 

protection
• FREE

Educate schools/students
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www.gdhr.wa.gov.au

Support for schools
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How does the vaccine work?

Day of vaccination
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Proportion of Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australian-born women diagnosed 

with genital warts at first visit to a sexual health clinic, 2004–2014*

22

Ref:

1. Ali H et al. Human papillomavirus vaccination and genital warts in young Indigenous 

Australians: national sentinel surveillance data. Med J Aust 2017; 206 (5): 204-

209. doi: 10.5694/mja16.00597

2. Melbourne Sexual health clinic. STI atlas. https://stiatlas.org/

https://stiatlas.org/


Proportion of Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australian-born women diagnosed 

with genital warts at first visit to a sexual health clinic, 2004–2014*
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What’s next?

Determine 

priority areas 

for support
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www.gdhr.wa.gov.au
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www.gdhr.wa.gov.au
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