
STIs and BBVs and associated issues in our 
communities



ABC News March 3 2018

March 3, 2018. ABC - NIT Syphilis (6th 
baby death) 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-03-
02/sixth-infant-dies-of-syphilis/9503964
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10th-13th March 



Wednesday and Thursday 14-15 March 



Tuesday 20th March



2017 CT NG Syphilis < 2y All 

<12 1 4 11
12 2 2 6
13-15 146 138 23 307

% 13-15  in < 16 98.0 95.8 100.0 96.9

16 and over 1,368 1,446 246 3060

% > 16 90.2 90.9 91.4 92.0

All Indigenous 1,517 1,590 269 3376

Aboriginal cases 2017



Summary

• Many caveats around data  - but one thing is for certain most 
media are not interested in caveats 

• Know your data 

• Let people know majority of STIs >16 

• Think about who else in Australia has to justify a failure of 
public health system - syphilis case with child removal 

• Health Departments ready to feed people who can speak to 
media 



STRIVE STI co-infections in remote 
Aboriginal communities: females
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STRIVE: STI co-infections in remote 
Aboriginal communities: males
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Total STI testing by calendar year 
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Retesting at 2-12 months after a 
positive Dx
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n=2054 1288 females 
15% within recommended 2-4 month period 

Garton et al 2016 



Repeat positivity at 2-12 months, by infection 
type and sex
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STI and HIV/syphilis testing 

Any + 

STI test 

HIV and syphilis testing within 

30 days of any positive STI test

(incl. same day)

HIV and syphilis testing within 30 

days of any positive STI test

(excl. same day)

N HIV test <30 

days

n (%)

Syphilis test 

<30 days n (%)

HIV test <30 

days n (%)

Syphilis test <30 

days n (%)

Overall
15260 4,858 (32%) 6727 (44%) 854 (6%) 1099 (7%)

Sex

Male 4190 2035 (49%) 2355 (56%) 208 (5%) 209 (5%)

Female 11055 2815 (25%) 4361 (39%) 646 (6%) 889 (8%)

Ward et al MJA 2016



Syphilis outbreak northern Australia by 
jurisdiction 

uu

MJSO Commenced April 2015 



Syphilis outbreak northern Australia by 
jurisdiction 



Enhanced response to syphilis 

• Advocacy dating back to 2012- 2013 

• Ministerial level (MACBBVS Min of Health) 

• BBVSS level ( special Meeting August 2015 
Adelaide) 

• High Level Summit 2015 STIs and BBVs

• Proposal requested from then Min for Health 
Sussan Ley December 2016, submitted Dec 2016 

• Outlining response to STIs and BBVs  

• Government allocated 8.8M for 217/2018 FY 



Enhanced response

• Proposal went first to AHPPC  Nov  

• Then AHMAC (December 2017) 

• Initial sites Darwin TSV Cairns, then Katherine West and East Arnhem 

• Plan is roll out a Test and Treat model 

• Main components- workforce- Rapid tests- community engagement

• Trial sites Commence in May 



the GOANNA study

• National cross sectional survey 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people aged 16-29 
years 

• Assessed knowledge, risk 
factors and health service 
access for STIs and BBVs

• Collaboration involving every 
jurisdiction health Departments 
and ACCHS orgs 



Television commercials 

Feel free to use these in community settings, educators health 
promoters  

https://youngdeadlyfree.org.au/resources/tv-ads/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGxnPbSo0uA

Syphilis educational animation 

Feel free to use these in community settings, educators health 
promoters

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a54pOp_3UOA

https://youngdeadlyfree.org.au/resources/tv-ads/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGxnPbSo0uA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a54pOp_3UOA


All available and downloadable from a 
website 


